
Mobile Food Vending Unit (MFVU) Rules and Regulations 

A mobile food vending unit shall comply with the following standards: 

A valid mobile food vending permit issued by the Director of Planning is required 
and shall be displayed conspicuously in the front windshield or side-serving window 
of a mobile food vending unit. The mobile food vending unit shall also comply with 
all applicable requirements for business licenses and vehicle licenses, applicable 
provisions of the City Code, and all regulations of the Tuscaloosa County Health 
Department. 

Except as part of an event organized by the City for which the City authorizes the use 
of mobile food vending units, food vending shall take place wholly on private 
property. No portion of a mobile food vending unit or other facilities such as seating, 
tables, or garbage receptacles shall be located on any public street, alley, sidewalk, 
or other public way. 

Signage shall comply with Article VI Division 10, Signs and Billboards, and the 
following: 

i. All signage shall be flush-mounted to the mobile food vending unit, except that
one A-frame menu board no taller than five feet and with no more than 10
square feet in copy area i may be placed adjacent to the unit.

ii. Banners and flags are prohibited.

The operation of a mobile food vending unit shall not block or reserve, for its 
exclusive use, any public parking space. 

All on-site preparation of food shall be performed inside the mobile food vending 
unit. No equipment, supplies, grills, or other cooking facilities shall be used outside 
the mobile food vending unit. 

No part of a mobile food vending unit or associated facilities such as seating, tables, 
or garbage receptacles shall be located within: 

i. Two hundred (200) feet of the primary entrance of any existing restaurant or
similar use without the explicit authorization of the owner or manager of the
existing restaurant or similar use;

ii. One hundred and fifty (150) feet of a lot with a residential use other than a
multifamily dwelling; or



iii. Fifty (50) feet of another mobile food vending unit, except that mobile food
vending unit operators may agree to have seating, tables, or garbage receptacles
closer than 50 feet from each unit;

All garbage, trash, and other waste shall be contained in receptacles with adequate 
capacity and that are positioned in locations accessible to patrons at all times. All 
garbage, trash, and other waste shall be removed from the vending site at the close 
of operations. 

Mobile food vending units shall provide adequate artificial lighting during non-
daytime hours. Such lighting shall be directed downward, and at no time project 
onto any public street or adjacent property, and comply with the standards of Article 
VI Division 6, Exterior Lighting Standards. 

Mobile food vending units shall not provide outdoor seating areas unless a written 
agreement is procured from all adjacent businesses allowing the use of the 
businesses’ restrooms for the employees and patrons of the mobile food vending 
unit. Locational signage shall be to direct individuals to the restrooms. Outdoor 
seating shall not occupy any required parking spaces associated with the private 
property’s principal uses.  

 Recorded or broadcast music may be played, provided sound does not exceed 75 
dbA as measured from any adjoining property line, including the public right of way. 
No outdoor loudspeaker or public address system shall be allowed in conjunction 
with the operation of any mobile vending unit. 

 The mobile food vending unit shall be removed from the property at the close of 
operations. The mobile food vending unit is not permitted for operation or storage 
overnight and must be stored in accordance with the off-street parking standards in 
Article VI Division 2, Off-Street Parking, Bicycle Parking, and Loading Standards. 


